
FMS - 251: GENDER/SEXUALITY/MEDIA

INSTRUCTOR: ANNE HELEN PETERSEN
EMAIL: PETERSAH@WHITMAN.EDU
TWITTER: ANNEHELEN 
OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY 1-4, HUNTER 204

CLASS: MONDAY/WEDNESDAY 2:30-3:50  
SCREENING: MONDAY 7:30-10:30

COURSE BLOG: HTTP://WHITMANGENDER.WORDPRESS.COM

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course explores the intersecting roles played by gender and sexuality in our media, 
focusing specifically on film, television, and digital culture. As we unpack media texts, 
we investigate the multiple ways in which popular media texts construct and 
communicate gender and sexuality. We will analyze how viewers engage with and make 
sense of representations of gender and sexuality and integrate them into their everyday 
lives, considering how gender and sexuality inform our experience of online social 
networking and media fandom.  We all “act” gender and sexuality; we all “consume” 
mediated and sexuality.  Ultimately, this class aims to figure out how that process 
works -- and inspire you to think critically about the way we shape and our shaped by 
our media.  

COURSE GOALS:
• Understand “gender” and “sexuality” -- as lived realities, historical constructs, and theoretical concepts 

• Learn to interrogate those concepts, especially as they manifest in media objects

• Sustain critical thought regarding the role of gender and sexuality in media -- in written form 

• Enhance and embolden analytic analysis with multimedia creative production 

COURSE MATERIALS:
• David Gauntlett, Media, Gender and Identity: An Introduction. Routledge, 2008. (Buy 

Online) 
• All other readings available via CLEo or Online.  

CLASS POLICIES:
• You are expected to read all material by the day it is listed on the syllabus. 
• If you miss a screening, you must make it up -- either by soliciting the material from 

me or from an alternate source (Netflix, Amazon, online, etc.)
• If you miss class, you are responsible for obtaining missed material, assignments, etc.
• No cell phones.  If it rings, if you text, you’re out for the day.
• No laptops.  We’ll talk about why.  
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CONTACTING ME:
The best way to communicate is through office hours.  Always, always, always.  If you 
cannot make my office hours, I am available by appointment.  If you have a quick 
question that needs answered, you may either email me or find me on Gchat.  If my dot 
is green, chat away.  I will try to answer emails as quickly as possible, but may not be 
able to answer within an hour.  Remember that I’m an old person and go to bed before 
2 a.m. 

RECOMMENDATION LETTERS/REFERENCES:
I would be happy to write a letter or be a reference for you once the class is complete; 
however, this is not a guarantee that I will write one for you. I will only write a letter 
for you if I have a strong, positive experience of you as a student. Here’s what you can 
do to help your case while in my class: 1.) Attend and participate avidly in class; 2.) 
Submit your work as directed on the syllabus. 3.) Show me your personality.

If you want a letter later on, approach me well in advance of any deadline for the letter 
or reference. Be proactive in sharing your goals and qualifications with me.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
If you are a student with a disability who will need accommodations in
this course, please meet with Julia Dunn in the Academic Resource Center (Mem. 205, 
x5213, dunnjl@whitman.edu) for assistance in developing a plan to meet your academic 
needs.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
• I expect that all work submitted is the original work of the student whose name 

appear on it and that the work is prepared originally for this course.  In other words, 
follow Whitman’s policies on academic honesty and plagiarism. If you have any 
questions about what constitutes plagiarism, or are unsure about how to properly cite 
sources, please come talk to me.  PLAGIARISM CAN MEAN AN AUTOMATIC F.  
DON’T MESS AROUND.  

• This syllabus is subject to small changes in lecture topics, readings, and screenings.
• There are no incompletes in this course save an extreme circumstance.  
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COURSE GRADING

CRITICAL OBJECT ANALYSIS  30%
DIY CREATION    20% 
BLOG DISCUSSION  30%
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION 20%
  100%

CRITICAL OBJECT ANALYSIS:
Two-thirds of the way through the semester, you’ll select an object of media and analyze it, 
using the various perspectives/theoretical tools of gender and sexuality we’ve accumulated to 
that point.  It’s a fairly open-ended assignment that will allow you to scrutinize part of your 
daily media diet -- or, alternately, an object far outside of that diet.  You will complete a first 
draft (4-5 pages), peer-review using Google Docs, conference with me, and complete a final 
draft (5-6 pages).  Details forthcoming. 

DIY CREATION:
Usually you write a big paper at the end of the semester, analyzing something someone else 
has made.  In this course, you’ll already have done that -- so the end of the course is the time 
for you to become a producer of your own media.  In the weeks leading to the end of the term, 
we’ll be studying DIY culture and its negotiations of sexuality, gender, and identity as an 
overarching concept.  Working in a group or alone, you’ll make something -- a blog, a Tumblr, 
an image, a zine, a vid, we’ll talk about it -- that does the same, then show them off during the 
“Finals” period.  Details forthcoming.  

BLOG DISCUSSION:  After viewing the screening and completing the reading for each 
week, you will be expected to participate in a class discussion, prompted by me, on the course 
blog.  Generally, responses will be due by MIDNIGHT on TUESDAY, with a comment on a 
peer’s post due by class time on Friday.  Some weeks, very brief posts will be due at other 
times.  Your responses should be concise, proof-read, provocative, respectful, and compelling, 
and conversational.  See the course blog under “Posting Guidelines” for more details.   

ATTENDANCE:  Showing up.  Staying awake.  More than five minutes late = absent.  I will 
give you two free absences for any reason – excused or unexcused.  After two absences, your 
grade begins to drop.  

PARTICIPATION:  Talking.  In class.  Regularly.  But not dominating every conversation.  
There’s a fine art to participation, and this course should help you refine it.  If you’re 
absolutely not comfortable with talking in class, please come meet with me during office 
hours, and we can arrange for an alternate means of participation.



SYLLABUS 

WEEK ONE - GENDER/SEXUALITY/IDENTITY
NO SCREENING 

MON 1/14 - What is gender, what is sexuality? 

WED 1/16 - Terms and Context 
• Gauntlett, Chapters 1&2.  

WEEK TWO - REPRESENTATION PAST
NO SCREENING 

MON 1/21 - NO CLASS

WED 1/23 - Girls Culture 
• Gauntlett, Chapter 3 - “Representations of Gender in the Past”
• Hains, Stern, Mazzarella, “We Didn’t Have Any Hannah Montanas: Girlhood, 

Popular Culture, and Mass Media in the 1940s and 1950s” 

WEEK THREE - REPRESENTATION PRESENT 
SCREENING: His Girl Friday, Mad Men 

MON 1/28 - Boys Culture 
• Griffin, “Kings of the Wild Backyard: Davy Crockett and Children’s Space” 
• Watch: Davy Crockett, King of the Wild Frontier, Pts. 1 & 2 (YouTube) 

WED 1/30 
• Gauntett, Chapter 4, “Representations of Gender Today”



WEEK FOUR - THE MALE / FEMALE GAZE 
SCREENING: Magic Mike 

MON 2/4
Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and the Narrative Cinema” 

WED 2/6
Jennifer Margret Smith, “Gazes, Pleasure, and the Failure of Magic Mike” 
Dodai Stevens, “Magic Mike, Junk in the Face and the Female Gaze” 
“(Un)feminist Guilty Pleasure: I Don’t Want to Critique Magic Mike”

WEEK FIVE - SEXUALITIES 
SCREENING: Glee, Sherlock 

MON 2/11 
Gauntlett, Chapter 7 - “Queer Theories and Fluid Identities”
Doty, “There’s Something Queer Here” (CLEo) 

WED 2/13
Allison McCracken, The Countertenor and the Crooner, Parts 1, 2, and 3.
Explore: “JohnLock Fanfic” 
    

WEEK SIX - CAMP 
NO SCREENING 

MON 2/18 - NO CLASS

WED 2/20:  
Susan Sontag, “Notes on Camp”
Richard Dyer, “It’s Being So Camp as Keeps Us Going” 
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WEEK SEVEN - MASCULINITIES 
SCREENING: It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia, Workaholics, The League, Tosh.0 

MON 2/25 - Sports / Bro-Culture 
Messner, Dunbar, Hunt, “The Televised Sports Manhood Formula” (CLEo) 

WED 2/27 - Bromance 
Becker, “Becoming Bromosexual” (CLEo) 
West, “How to Make a Rape Joke” 

WEEK EIGHT - PORN 
NO SCREENING 

MON 3/4 - 
Annabelle Mooney, “Boys Will Be Boys: Men’s Magazines and the Normalization of 
Pornography” (CLEo) 

WED 3/6: NO CLASS 

SPRING BREAK 

WEEK NINE - POSTFEMINISM 
Screening: What Not to Wear, Say Yes to the Dress, The New Girl, The Mindy Project 

MON 3/25
Tasker and Negra, “Interrogating Postfeminism” 

WED 3/27
Roberts, “The Fashion Police: Governing the Self in What Not to Wear” 
Sconce, “The Market in Quirk” 
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WEEK TEN - ROMANCE 
SCREENING: Breaking Dawn, Part One 

MON 4/1 - Fifty Shades of Grey 
Excerpt from Fifty Shades of Grey
“Is the Bestselling ‘Mommy Porn’ Book Worth the Hype?” 
“Spanking Goes Mainstream” 
“What Katie Roiphe Gets Wrong” 

WED 4/3 - Twilight Fandom 
Petersen, “That Teenage Feeling: Twilight, Fantasy, and Feminist Readers” 

WEEK ELEVEN - POST-POST-FEMINISM?  
SCREENING: Girls, Parks and Recreation 

MON 4/8 - The New Women’s “Magazine” 
Explore: The Hairpin, Rookiemag 
Read: Molly Fisher, “So Many Feelings”

WED 4/10 - Feminist Television (?) 
Emily Nussbaum, “It’s Different For Girls”
“Dear Leslie Knope” 

WEEK TWELVE - MUSIC 
SCREENING: Assorted Music Videos (on own) 

MON 4/15 - Intersectionality  
Crenshaw, “Beyond Racism and Misogyny: Black Feminism and 2 Live Crew”
“Rihanna’s Feelings Are For Her to Know, and Us To Figure Out” 
“Rihanna’s Birthday Cake: Reasons to Listen” 

WED 4/17 - Hipsterism
“1D Internet Fantasies: Liz Lemon, One Direction, and The Manic Pixie Dream Guy.” 
“It Isn’t (Just) Ironic: In Defense of the Hipster” 
FRI 4/19 - FIRST DRAFT OF OBJECT ANALYSIS DUE 
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WEEK THIRTEEN - NEW MEDIA 
NO SCREENING 

MON 4/22 - Pinterest 
“Pinning Postfeminism” 
“The Scary, Weird World of Pinterest Thinspo Boards” 
“A Man’s Guide to Pinterest” 
“39 Ways Men Use Pinterest” 
PEER-REVIEW COMMENTS DUE 

WED 4/24 - Facebook / Tumblr / Twitter / Encounters 
No Reading: Crowdsource Examples (Instructions Forthcoming)

FRI 4/26 - FINAL DRAFT OF OBJECT ANALYSIS DUE 

WEEK FOURTEEN - FANDOM  
SCREENING: Assorted Vids (On Own) 

MON 4/29 -  Remixing 
Coppa, “Women, Star Trek, and the Early Development of Fannish Vidding”  

WED 5/1 - ‘Zines
Piepmeier, “If I Didn’t Write These Things No One Else Would Either: The Feminist 
Legacy of Grrrl Zines and the Origins of the Third Wave”  

WEEK FIFTEEN - 
MON 5/6 - CLASS CONCLUSIONS / EVALUATIONS 

FINAL SCREENING/SHARING: SATURDAY, MAY 11 2-4 PM 
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